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Laughter – it’s his superpower 
By Latala Payne                                                                                                                             

 

A burping turtle, a flying frog with a red cape and a magic rabbit 

had adults and children alike doubling over with laughter during 

Thursday’s summer finale program for young readers in 

Rockingham County. 

 

Steve Somers: The Amazing Teacher was the entertainment at 

Rockingham Community College to celebrate a summer full of 

reading. 

 

He started out as “Safari Steve” to a younger audience in the 

morning. Somers encouraged children to read books and 

exercise their imaginations.   

 

Somers also told children stories of famous athletes, inventors and others who may have had some bumps along 

the road, but they preserved and realized their dreams. 

 

“Michael Jordan was cut from his varsity basketball team because his coach said he wasn’t good enough,” he 

said, “so sometimes it’s not that easy. But look at what he did.” 

 

Somers challenged attendees by telling them “dare to dream.” He said one of his favorite authors, Dr. Seuss, 

was rejected by many publishing houses when he tried to publish his first book. But Dr. Seuss kept at it and 

Somers said he was able to realize his dreams. 

 

In addition to telling funny 

stories and having a laugh with 

Tucker the Turtle, Somers is 

also an accomplished 

magician. He made gold coins 

appear out of mid-air, he made 

colored scarves change colors 

and he created a bouquet of 

flowers out of a single stem. 

 

But most importantly, he had 

his trusty sidekick Hopper the 

Magic Rabbit helping him out, 

which was a crowd favorite. 

 

Sharlotte Brown was in the 

audience Thursday and said 

she had a great time at the 

show. 

 



“Hopper was awesome — that was probably my favorite part because he’s so cute,” she said. 

 

Donna Secrist said her son John has seen 

Somers around four times and he never 

gets tired of what he might pull out of his 

sleeves from year to year. 

 

“He (John) always enjoys himself — 

seeing Steve is one of the highlights of his 

summer,” she said.  

 

“Steve is so creative. I have no idea how he 

comes up with some of that stuff, but it’s 

very entertaining.” 

 

John said he really likes the magic part of 

the show. 

 

“I love everything, but his magic tricks are awesome,” he said. “I really like magic and want to learn how to do 

some of his tricks.” 

 

Jacky Miller, children’s librarian for Rockingham County Libraries, said she and her staff administered more 

than 100 programs to 3,500 kids across the county throughout the summer. She thanked parents, teachers, 

counselors and other adults for their role in encouraging children to read. 

 

“You can’t have a reading child without a reading parent,” she said. “We are happy to continue to this long 

tradition of our summer reading program. We won’t know until the end of August how we did this year, but last 

year, readers checked out 35,000 books during the summer reading program.” 

 

As children waited for Somers to take his place on stage, Miller said to them, “Be smart, make us proud, and we 

will see you next year.” 

 

For more information visit:  www.AmazingTeacher.com  or call 800-593-1876 


